CALL  NO  MAN  HAPPY

by both governments to strengthen the Franco-English ties which,
because of the policy of Sanctions, had become much weakened in
the French middle class. In July the King and Queen had come to
France and had seemed to conquer Paris as the King's grandfather
Edward VII had done before them. In November Neville Chamber-
lain was officially received in his turn. We dined with him at the
Quai d'Orsay and kter heard him, while dominating the group with
his little bird-like head, tell of the interviews- at Berchtesgaden and
Godesberg.

On the 5th of November my daughter Michelle was married.
This great happiness was tempered by painful anxiety about the
future of Europe and the future of so many French couples. In the
excitement of these beclouded festivities Simone lost a family ring
which she valued highly. Was this the Ring of Poly crates? No
fisherman brought it back but an insurance company, modern
incarnation of Destiny, reimbursed my wife for her loss. The Gods
were not disarmed.

We were to leave in February 1939 for America where I had
promised to make a long lecture tour. When we left Le Havre on
the 15th of February, Franco-Italian relations were strained. Were
we .going to be called back as soon as we landed? On the day of our
arrival in-New York the newspapers carried huge headlines: 'SLXTY-

FOLTR ITALIANS AND TWELVE FRENCHMEN KILLED ON THE BORDER OF

TUNIS.' Next day the news was denied. I found America irritated
at Fran'ce and England. All my American friends criticized the
Munich agreement.

'But,' I said to them, 'what would you have done to help us?*

'Nothing/ they replied with candour..

The truth is that the American's principal preoccupation in 1939
was not the European situation but the presidential election of 1940,
The business world which was hostile to the President was isola-
tionist at that time through fear of a third term. Meanwhile Roose-
velt's partisans were behaving cautiously in order not to compromise
his chances. This was a situation very favourable to Germany's
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